[image: ]

Suggested Project Compassion 2024 Talks
Parishes and Schools
Fourth Sunday of Lent - SUNDAY 10 March 2024

Gospel:  John 3:14-21

Story:  Memory from Malawi 


· NOTE: We have written two versions of a suggested Parish talk below: 
· SHORT VERSION is ideal if you are not speaking in place of the Homily and are allocated a short time of one or two minutes.  Or if you are able to show the video (talk 1-2 mins, video 2-5 minutes depending on the video you show).   
· LONG VERSION is tailored for this week’s Gospel reading and best if you are speaking in place of the Homily or if you are allocated around 5 minutes. 
· HOW MUCH TIME WILL YOU GET?  You will be advised of the time you will be allocated at Mass by the Priest and/or the Parish Secretary when you contact them before your visit, and/or on the day.  Please feel free to familiarise yourself with the Project Compassion 2024 Parish Kit Booklet, that Parishes use as a guide for each week of Project Compassion. 

SHORT VERSION (2 minutes)

[bookmark: _Hlk148634170]Thank you Father/Bishop XXXX, I really appreciate this opportunity to speak to you today on behalf of Caritas Australia - the international aid and development agency of the Catholic Church in Australia. 

As some of you already know, we work with people living in the most vulnerable situations around the world and help those living in poverty regardless of their ethnicity, religion or political beliefs. Crises around the world, like the one continuing to unfold in Gaza and the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, reveal the steadfast support that vulnerable people need.

My name is XXXX, <What is your role?> <How long have you worked here?> <What do you like most about your role/about working at Caritas Australia.>

Today is the fourth Sunday of Lent, which also marks the fourth week of Project Compassion. This is Caritas Australia’s six-week Lenten fundraising appeal. 

Project Compassion is built around the theme of ‘For All Future Generations’. This theme has been drawn from the story of the burning bush in Exodus 3:1-20. As God called Moses, so now God calls us to work ‘for all future generations.’

This week, I would like to share with you Memory’s story of courage and determination. 

Growing up in southern Malawi, 26-year-old Memory was born to a low-income family who relies on subsistence farming for survival.  
 
Her parents struggled to pay for her school fees and supplies, and she often had to walk to school barefoot. As the eldest of five children, Memory also faced the challenge of balancing her education with domestic chores.
  
With the support of Caritas Australia and the Catholic Development Commission in Malawi  – our local partner – Memory enrolled in a technical college where she undertook a three-year carpentry course.
 
Memory now stands proudly as the first female carpenter from her village, working at one of Malawi’s largest hydroelectric power stations. With the income from her job, she can now support her family while inspiring other young women in her community.

Supporting Project Compassion is a way for us to proclaim the faith that is in our hearts and lend a helping hand to young women like Memory.  

During Lent, the Church invites us to take up the call to fast, pray and give alms. Today, I’m hoping you can help by making a donation, so that vulnerable communities around the world can forge a path out of poverty.

You can make your gift in the collection box or by using the donation envelopes on your seat. You can also donate online by visiting www.caritas.org.au 	

If you’re interested in becoming more involved with Project Compassion, we can help you set up your own fundraising event. 

Whether or not you’re able to donate or fundraise, we ask that you keep Project Compassion, and the people we serve in your prayers. 

If you have any questions about how you can help, please come and see me.

You can also find out more about Memory’s story on the Caritas Australia website. .

Thank you for making a difference For all Future Generations. Your support is helping transform the lives of people like Memory! 


LONG VERSION (5 minutes)


Thank you Father/Bishop XXXX, I really appreciate this opportunity to speak to you today on behalf of Caritas Australia - the international aid and development agency of the Catholic Church in Australia. 

As some of you already know, we work with people living in the most vulnerable situations around the world and help those living in poverty regardless of their ethnicity, religion or political beliefs. Crises around the world, like the one continuing to unfold in Gaza and the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, reveal the steadfast support that vulnerable people need.  

My name is XXXX, <What is your role?> <How long have you worked here?> <What do you like most about your role/about working at Caritas Australia.>

Today is the fourth Sunday of Lent, which also marks the fourth week of Project Compassion. This is Caritas Australia’s six-week Lenten fundraising appeal. 

 Project Compassion is built around the theme of ‘For All Future Generations’. This theme has been drawn from the story of the burning bush in Exodus 3:1-20. As God called Moses, so now God calls us to work ‘for all future generations.’

Today’s gospel story comes from the book of John and it shares a profound message from Jesus about salvation and God’s love. In this passage, Jesus likens himself to the bronze serpent to heal the bitten Israelites, indicating that belief in him leads to eternal life.

Jesus emphasises that God sent him out of love for the world, not to condemn it, but to offer salvation in those who believe. However, those who reject the light of Christ remain in darkness, choosing their fate. This passage underscores the importance of choosing to walk in the light of Christ. We believe that Project Compassion offers precisely this opportunity. Nicodemus was looking for positive change in his life. We believe we can make positive change in the world.
 
I would like to take this opportunity to share with you a story of positive change from Malawi. 

Growing up in the Mwanza district in southern Malawi, 26-year-old Memory was born to a low-income family who relies on subsistence farming for survival.  
 
Memory’s parents struggled to pay for her school fees and supplies, and she often had to walk to school barefoot. As the eldest of five children, Memory also faced the challenge of balancing her education with domestic chores, such as farming, cooking, cleaning, and carrying water.  
 
Despite the challenges she faced, Memory understood that education was her best chance of breaking the cycle of poverty. 
 
With the support of Caritas Australia and the Catholic Development Commission in Malawi – our local partner – Memory enrolled in a technical college where she undertook a three-year carpentry course. Her tuition and boarding fees were partially funded by our partner through funds provided by Caritas Australia.  
 
Memory now stands proudly as the first female carpenter from her village, working at one of Malawi’s largest hydroelectric power stations. With the income from her job, she can now support her family while inspiring other young women in her community to finish their education and seize opportunities within male-dominated industries.  
Supporting Project Compassion is a way for us to proclaim the faith that is in our hearts and lend a helping hand to people like Memory. 
During Lent, the Church invites us to take up the call to fast, pray and give alms. Today, I’m hoping you can help by making a donation, so more people like Memory can receive the helping hand they need.

You can make your gift in the collection box or by using the donation envelopes on your seat. You can also donate online by visiting www.caritas.org.au 

If you’re interested in becoming more involved, we can help you run your own fundraising event, which you can sign up for by using that same link.

Whether or not you’re able to donate or fundraise, we ask that you keep Project Compassion, and the people we serve, in your prayers. 

If you have any questions about Project Compassion and how you can help, please come and see me.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You can also find out more about Memory’s story on the Caritas Australia website
Today, I’ll leave you with a quote from the South African Anglican bishop Desmond Tutu - “Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.” 

Thank you for making a difference For all Future Generations. Your support is helping transform the lives of people like Memory! 


Project Compassion Film: Memory’s Story 
PLEASE USE THIS IF YOU ARE ABLE TO SHOW THE FILM (with long or short talks) –

RUNNING TIME – Approx. 4 MINUTES
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