Maths for the Market
Before she met Caritas Australia, Flabiana earned $10- $20 a
day at her kiosk in Timor-Leste. Now she earns at least $50 a
day! Other members of her community group are also
earning enough to eat properly and send their children to school.
Task: Work out the answers to these questions showing how
some of the money is earned and spent.
1. Flabiana makes and sells sweet doughnuts called ‘dossi’ for 5c each from her front
verandah. In one day she sells 150 dossi to villagers.
How much does she earn? _______
2. In Flabiana’s group there are two teams of four people each who make tofu and
tempeh. Each team makes 4kg of tofu six days a week for a local restaurant.
How many kilograms of tofu does Flabiana’s group make in a week? _______
3. The group sells the tofu to the local restaurant for $2/kg. How much does the
group earn in a week? _______
4. Together the group makes tempeh once a month. They eat half and sell the other
half. They sell it for $6/kg. In a normal week they earn $24. How many kilograms
of tempeh do they make each month? _______
5. At the market, Flabiana and Marta, a friend in her team, sell 4kg of their tofu in just
15 minutes. It is very popular! How long would it take them to sell 20kg? _______
6. Each member of the savings group saves $1 a month, kept in a safe box at
Flabiana’s house. People who do not repay their loans by the due date pay
interest at 10%. So someone who borrowed $17 will pay $1.70 each month until
the money is repaid.
Flabiana borrowed $250. If she took three months beyond the due date to repay
her loan, how much interest would she pay? _______
7.When a team in the group earns $100 from making tofu and tempeh, each of the four
team members takes $10. How much is left to put into the savings scheme to pay for
future costs like buying soybeans? _______
8. Flabiana hopes that a cow ‘swap’ scheme will start in her village soon. Someone will
be given a cow and they will give its first calf to another person, until everyone in the
group has a cow. Young cows cost $100 and can sell for $600.
If Flabiana’s friend, Marta, receives a free calf and spends $117 a year feeding it for
two years, then decides to sell her cow at the top price, how much profit will she
make? _______
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