Learning Intention: To understand Catholic Church leaders’ (Pope Francis) perspective on the
importance of human dignity in relation to different groups of people/issues in society.

Before you start: Ensure students are familiar with encyclicals and the overarching theme of
Pope Francis’ encyclical Fratelli Tutti (refer to unit guide for helpful resources). This activity is

run as a jigsaw task but can be tailored to suit the needs of your class. Please print or share
the below Fratelli Tutti worksheet with each of your students.

Instructions Organise students into groups of 5. Each of the groups should be given one of
the below Fratelli Tutti excerpts. Each group will read through the excerpts together and
answer the accompanying questions. They will become the experts of their allocated reading
which they will share with their peers later in the activity.

Once they have done this, assign each group member a letter of the alphabet from A-E (you
may need to double up depending on how many students are in your class). Call all of the A
students to form into a new group, all of the B students and so on. Each new group should
now have a member from each of the original groups.

One by one, each member of the group will share the key messages they were able to draw
out from their Fratelli Tutti excerpt and the answers to the questions. Using this information,
students will fill out their individual Fratelli Tutti worksheets.
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The Elderly

18. Some parts of our human family, it appears, can be readily sacrificed for the
sake of others considered worthy of a carefree existence. Ultimately, “persons
are no longer seen as a paramount value to be cared for and respected,
especially when they are poor and disabled, ‘not yet useful’ — like the unborn, or
‘no longer needed’ — like the elderly. We have grown indifferent to all kinds of
wastefulness, starting with the waste of food, which is deplorable in the

extreme”

19. A decline in the birthrate, which leads to the aging of the population,
together with the relegation of the elderly to a sad and lonely existence, is a
subtle way of stating that it is all about us, that our individual concerns are the
only thing that matters. In this way, “what is thrown away are not only food and
dispensable objects, but often human beings themselves”. We have seen what
happened with the elderly in certain places in our world as a result of the
coronavirus. They did not have to die that way. Yet something similar had long
been occurring during heat waves and in other situations: older people found
themselves cruelly abandoned. We fail to realize that, by isolating the elderly
and leaving them in the care of others without the closeness and concern of
family members, we disfigure and impoverish the family itself. We also end up
depriving young people of a necessary connection to their roots and a wisdom

that the young cannot achieve on their own.

Pope Francis, Fratelli Tuttin18-19
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Unequal Human Rights

22. It frequently becomes clear that, in practice, human rights are not equal for all.
Respect for those rights “is the preliminary condition for a country’s social and
economic development. When the dignity of the human person is respected, and
his or her rights recognized and guaranteed, creativity and interdependence thrive,
and the creativity of the human personality is released through actions that further
the common good”. Yet, “by closely observing our contemporary societies, we see
numerous contradictions that lead us to wonder whether the equal dignity of all
human beings, solemnly proclaimed seventy years ago, is truly recognized,
respected, protected and promoted in every situation. In today’s world, many forms
of injustice persist, fed by reductive anthropological visions and by a profit-based
economic model that does not hesitate to exploit, discard and even kill human
beings. While one part of humanity lives in opulence, another part sees its own
dignity denied, scorned or trampled upon, and its fundamental rights discarded or
violated”. What does this tell us about the equality of rights grounded in innate

human dignity?

23. Similarly, the organization of societies worldwide is still far from reflecting
clearly that women possess the same dignity and identical rights as men. We say
one thing with words, but our decisions and reality tell another story. Indeed,
“doubly poor are those women who endure situations of exclusion, mistreatment

and violence, since they are frequently less able to defend their rights”.

Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti n 22-23
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Slavery

24. We should also recognize that “even though the international community has
adopted numerous agreements aimed at ending slavery in all its forms, and has
launched various strategies to combat this phenomenon, millions of people
today — children, women and men of all ages — are deprived of freedom and
forced to live in conditions akin to slavery... Today, as in the past, slavery is
rooted in a notion of the human person that allows him or her to be treated as an
object... Whether by coercion, or deception, or by physical or psychological
duress, human persons created in the image and likeness of God are deprived of
their freedom, sold and reduced to being the property of others. They are treated
as means to an end... [Criminal networks] are skilled in using modern means of
communication as a way of luring young men and women in various parts of the
world”. A perversion that exceeds all limits when it subjugates women and then
forces them to abort. An abomination that goes to the length of kidnapping
persons for the sake of selling their organs. Trafficking in persons and other
contemporary forms of enslavement are a worldwide problem that needs to be
taken seriously by humanity as a whole: “since criminal organizations employ
global networks to achieve their goals, efforts to eliminate this phenomenon
also demand a common and, indeed, a global effort on the part of various

sectors of society”.

Pope Francis, Fratelli Tuttin 24
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Refugees and Migrants

39. Then too, “in some host countries, migration causes fear and alarm, often
fomented and exploited for political purposes. This can lead to a xenophobic mentality,
as people close in on themselves, and it needs to be addressed decisively”. Migrants
are not seen as entitled like others to participate in the life of society, and it is forgotten
that they possess the same intrinsic dignity as any person. Hence they ought to be
‘agents in their own redemption”. No one will ever openly deny that they are human
beings, yet in practice, by our decisions and the way we treat them, we can show that
we consider them less worthy, less important, less human. For Christians, this way of
thinking and acting is unacceptable, since it sets certain political preferences above
deep convictions of our faith: the inalienable dignity of each human person regardless

of origin, race or religion, and the supreme law of fraternal love.

40. “Migrations, more than ever before, will play a pivotal role in the future of our
world”. At present, however, migration is affected by the “loss of that sense of
responsibility for our brothers and sisters on which every civil society is

based” [43] Europe, for example, seriously risks taking this path. Nonetheless, “aided by
its great cultural and religious heritage, it has the means to defend the centrality of the
human person and to find the right balance between its twofold moral responsibility to

protect the rights of its citizens and to assure assistance and acceptance to migrants”.

47. | realize that some people are hesitant and fearful with regard to migrants. |
consider this part of our natural instinct of self-defence. Yet it is also true that an
individual and a people are only fruitful and productive if they are able to develop a
creative openness to others. | ask everyone to move beyond those primal reactions
because “there is a problem when doubts and fears condition our way of thinking and
acting to the point of making us intolerant, closed and perhaps even — without realizing
it — racist. In this way, fear deprives us of the desire and the ability to encounter the

other”.

Pope Francis, Fratelli Tuttin 39-41
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https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn43

Inequality in Society

107. Every human being has the right to live with dignity and to develop integrally;
this fundamental right cannot be denied by any country. People have this right even if
they are unproductive, or were born with or developed limitations. This does not
detract from their great dignity as human persons, a dignity based not on
circumstances but on the intrinsic worth of their being. Unless this basic principle is

upheld, there will be no future either for fraternity or for the survival of humanity.

108. Some societies accept this principle in part. They agree that opportunities
should be available to everyone, but then go on to say that everything depends on
the individual. From this skewed perspective, it would be pointless “to favour an
investment in efforts to help the slow, the weak or the less talented to find
opportunities in life”. Investments in assistance to the vulnerable could prove
unprofitable; they might make things less efficient. No. What we need in fact are
states and civil institutions that are present and active, that look beyond the free and
efficient working of certain economic, political or ideological systems, and are

primarily concerned with individuals and the common good.

109. Some people are born into economically stable families, receive a fine
education, grow up well nourished, or naturally possess great talent. They will
certainly not need a proactive state; they need only claim their freedom. Yet the
same rule clearly does not apply to a disabled person, to someone born in dire
poverty, to those lacking a good education and with little access to adequate health
care. If a society is governed primarily by the criteria of market freedom and
efficiency, there is no place for such persons, and fraternity will remain just another

vague ideal.
Pope Francis, Fratelli Tuttin 107-109
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FRATELLI TUTTI WORKSHEET %

Topic: The Elderly

Identify the issues Pope Francis discusses.

How do these link to human dignity?

Explain what needs to be done to address it.

Topic: Unequal Hurman Rights

Identify the issues Pope Francis discusses.

How do these link to human dignity?

Explain what needs to be done to address it.
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FRATELLI TUTTI WORKSHEET %

Topic: Slavery

Identify the issues Pope Francis discusses.

How do these link to human dignity?

Explain what needs to be done to address it.

Topic: Refugees and Migrants

Identify the issues Pope Francis discusses.

How do these link to human dignity?

Explain what needs to be done to address it.

Topic: Inequality in Society

Identify the issues Pope Francis discusses.

How do these link to human dignity?

Explain what needs to be done to address it.
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