

Palm Sunday – 28 and 29 March 2026
	This week's Bible Verses for reflection: Isaiah 50: 4–7 | Ps 22: 8–9, 17–18, 19–20, 23–24 | Philippians 2: 6-11 | Matthew 26:14-27:66

	
Good morning / afternoon / evening.

My name is [Name], and I am [your role or connection to the parish or school].
It’s lovely to be with you today.

As we enter Holy Week, we hear the story of Jesus’ journey to the cross.

It is a story marked by suffering, betrayal and loss.

But it is also a story of deep and faithful love.

The Passion reminds us that Jesus does not turn away from pain or injustice.

He does not rush past suffering.

He remains present with those who are hurting, even when the path ahead is difficult and uncertain.

Throughout Lent, Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion has invited us to reflect on what it means to live our faith in the world today. 

We have heard stories of people facing poverty, hardship, and crisis, and of communities responding with courage, resilience, and hope.

Together these stories remind us that compassion is not just about moments of generosity. 

It is about commitment. 

It is about choosing to stay connected to others, especially when life is fragile or uncertain.

In each of the stories we have heard, that commitment is lived out through local organisations who walk alongside communities over time, through challenge, recovery and hope.

In Tanzania, local organisations helped make access to clean water possible, while also supporting education in hygiene and sanitation.

In Bangladesh, farmers were supported by community-based groups who know how changing weather affects daily life and livelihoods.

In Fiji, the community worked together with local organisations to reduce food waste, improve health and build small sources of income for their families.

And in places experiencing conflict and emergency, trusted church and community networks remained present with families as they faced fear, displacement and loss.

This is at the heart of Caritas Australia’s work. 

Caritas Australia is part of a global network, Caritas Internationalis, which works in more than 200 countries and territories. 

Through this global network, Caritas Australia works with local organisations that are trusted, experienced and deeply connected to their communities.

This means support is shaped by local knowledge.

By local leadership.

And by the priorities of the people most affected.

It means communities are not told what they need.

They are supported to build on their own strengths.

This work is made possible through the generosity of people across Australia. 

When you offer what you can through Project Compassion, you become part of this mission.

You help ensure that support reaches people not only in moments of crisis, but also in the long journey of recovery and hope that follows.

On Palm Sunday, we remember that Jesus entered Jerusalem knowing what lay ahead. 

He chose faithfulness over comfort, and love over self-interest.

As we come to the final days of Lent, Project Compassion continues to invite us to hold onto that same spirit. 

To stay attentive to the suffering of others. To stand in solidarity. And to live out our faith through compassion and care.

Even when it is not easy.

Even when the road ahead feels uncertain.

Thank you for walking this Lenten journey together. 

May Holy Week draw us closer to Christ, and strengthen us to continue living out love, justice and hope in our world.

Thank you for the generosity you have shown through Project Compassion this Lent, and for being part of something that continues to bring hope to others.
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