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Refugees

Secondary Lesson Activities
Real life experience
· Ask students: What is a refugee? Have you met a refugee? How do you feel about refugees coming to Australia? (NB. Some students or their parents may have entered the country as refugees.)
· Listen to the refugee children’s stories and comments of Australian children at www.abc.net.au/longjourney
· Ask students to imagine they are one of the refugee children. What would they have seen, done, felt?
What is a ‘refugee’?
· Ask students, in pairs, to write a one-sentence definition of a ’refugee’.
Refugee: Any person who, owing to a well founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his/her nationality and is unable, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself/herself of the protection of that country. 
(1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees)
Discuss the terms ‘asylum seeker’, ‘internally displaced person’ and ‘economic refugee’. Visit this website for help: www.refugeecouncil.org.au/arp/faqs.html. Ensure students understand that most economic refugees are fleeing extreme poverty and are seeking a living wage, rather than seeking a fortune.
‘Go back to where you came from’
You might watch clips from this SBS series, in which six Australians traced in reverse the journeys that refugees have taken to reach Australia: http://www.sbs.com.au/shows/goback.

Contrast the views of the Australians and what had formed or informed their opinions at the start and at the end of the experience.

Reflect on scripture
Old Testament tradition places the alien, stranger and exile at the heart of its religious and ethical concern and in the New Testament, love for our neighbour is a common theme. Ask students:
· Read: Leviticus 19:33-34; Exodus 23:9; Deuteronomy 10:18-19; Deuteronomy 23:15-16; Matthew 25:31-46; Luke 10:25-37; Hebrews 13:2; Micah 6:8.
· Using the verses, develop five guidelines on how God wants us to treat displaced people.
In the news... 

Using at least two articles, highlight words and phrases used to describe refugees or asylum seekers. Ask:
· How far are the guidelines you wrote (above) being lived out in society?

· How might the reader be influenced by the articles and by the words used to describe refugees?

· Are there any incorrect terms (eg. illegal asylum seekers)?

· Are there any facts? Are they from a reliable source?

· How do the articles differ (eg. audience, language, etc)?

· Are they accurate, fair, effective or responsible?

· Do any images used promote the dignity of the people portrayed?

· Write your own article that aims to educate Australians in your community about refugees.
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