Suggested Project Compassion 2023 Talks
Parishes and Schools
Palm Sunday - SUNDAY 2 APRIL 2023

Gospel:   Matthew 26: 14–27: 66

· NOTE: We have written two versions of a suggested Parish talk below: 
· SHORT VERSION is ideal if you are not speaking in place of the Homily and are allocated a short time of one or two minutes.  Or if you are able to show the video (talk 1-2 mins, video 2-5 minutes depending on the video you show).   
· LONG VERSION is tailored for this week’s Gospel reading and best if you are speaking in place of the Homily or if you are allocated around 5 minutes. 
· HOW MUCH TIME WILL YOU GET?  You will be advised of the time you will be allocated at Mass by the Priest and/or the Parish Secretary when you contact them before your visit, and/or on the day.  Please feel free to familiarise yourself with the Project Compassion 2023 Parish Kit Booklet, that Parishes use as a guide for each week of Project Compassion. 

SHORT VERSION (2 minutes)

My name is XXX and I’m here to represent Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion. 

Today is Palm Sunday, which marks the sixth week of Project Compassion. 

The theme for Project Compassion is For All Future Generations. This theme asks us to reflect on the great yes that Mary said when the angel told her that she was to become the mother of Jesus. She freely accepted a unique place in the history of the human family. The great prayer she shared with her cousin Elizabeth says ‘all generations will call me blessed.’ Her yes is ‘for all future generations.’ 

Every day, more than 200 million children miss out on school, around 690 million people experience extreme hunger and 2.2 billion people cannot access clean drinking water. In recent years, COVID-19 has also devastated vulnerable communities already living in poverty, with the health and economic impacts to reverberate for years to come. 

It’s through the generous support of people like you that we are able to continue to help lift vulnerable communities out of poverty, and your generosity and compassion are needed now more than ever before. 

Thank you for your continued support for Project Compassion – past, present and future. Together, we can help people in need to face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All Future Generations.

Supporting Project Compassion is a way for us to proclaim the faith that is in our hearts and help our brothers and sisters in need. 

The impacts of the many crises that struck have the world over the past 12 months mean that many communities are in great need of your support. 	Comment by Connie Zehender: I deleted the bit about the Pandemic because it is already mentioned above. 

During Lent, the Church invites us to take up the call to fast, pray and give alms. Today, I’m hoping you can help by making a donation, so that the communities we serve can forge path out of poverty.

You can make your gift in the collection box or by using the donation envelopes on your seat. You can also donate online by visiting www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion.

If you’re interested in becoming more involved with Project Compassion, we can help you set up your own fundraising event. 

Whether or not you’re able to donate or fundraise, we ask that you keep Project Compassion and the vulnerable communities we serve, in your prayers. 

If you have any questions, please come and see me.

You can also find out more about the story of Project Compassion on the Caritas Australia website at www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion.

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of people around the world! 






LONG VERSION (5 minutes)

My name is XXX and I’m here to represent Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion.

Today is Palm Sunday, which marks the sixth week of Project Compassion. This is the last week of Caritas Australia’s six-week Lenten fundraising appeal. 

The theme for Project Compassion is For All Future Generations. This theme asks us to reflect on the great yes that Mary said when the angel told her that she was to become the mother of Jesus. She freely accepted her unique place in the history of the human family. The great prayer she shared with her cousin Elizabeth, says ‘all generations will call me blessed.’ Her yes is ‘for all future generations.’ 

The passion and death of Jesus in today’s Gospel reminds us of the tragedy of injustice
that continues to this day in so many places around the world. Throughout Lent, Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion, has attempted to draw our attention to many important issues in our world. We have been invited to take up the cross and follow Jesus in our own time. 

It is through the generous support of people like you that we are able to continue our mission of helping lift vulnerable communities out of poverty. 

Every day, more than 200 million children miss out on school, around 690 million people experience extreme hunger and 2.2 billion people cannot access clean drinking water. In recent years, COVID-19 has also devastated vulnerable people already living in poverty, with the health and economic impacts to reverberate for years to come. 

Thank you for your continued support for Project Compassion – past, present and future. The funds you raise can help communities around the world improve their access to food and clean water, support education and skills training, help families to increase their income and provide training in Disaster Risk Reduction.

Together, we can help these communities face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All Future Generations.

Supporting Project Compassion is a way for us to proclaim the faith that is in our hearts and help our brothers and sisters in need. 

The impacts of the many crises that struck the world over the past 12 months mean that many communities are in great need of your support. 

During Lent, the Church invites us to take up the call to fast, pray and give alms. Today, I’m hoping you can help by making a donation, so more people around the world can receive the helping hand they need.

You can make your gift in the collection box or by using the donation envelopes on your seat. You can also donate online by visiting www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion.

If you’re interested in becoming more involved with Project Compassion, we can help you set up your own fundraising event. You can sign up to fundraise at that same link.

Whether or not you’re able to donate or fundraise, we ask that you keep Project Compassion and the people we serve in your prayers. 

If you have any questions about how you can help, please come and see me.

You can also find out more about the story of Project Compassion on the Caritas Australia website at www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion.

Thank you for your support during Lent. It is truly life-changing for people experiencing hardship. 


