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CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S RESPONSE

Our water, sanitation and hygiene activities include:

Drilling boreholes and supporting communities to install water pumps so that they have access to
clean water.

Developing other alternative safe water sources, such as ring wells and deep tube wells, rainwater
harvesting tanks and sand filter systems.

Building covered toilets, pot racks and sanitation facilities, such as simple Tippy Taps for hygienic
hand washing.

Providing education on improved hygiene practices.

Supporting training on food production and agriculture, including introducing systems which use
minimum quantities of water.

mother-of-two from Namkumba village, Malawi.

health of her whole community!

Over the past century, unclean water, poor sanitation and unsafe hygiene practices have claimed more lives than anything else. Caritas
Australia works with communities to develop access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation facilities, as well as implement better
hygiene practices. Caritas Australia recognises that access to water and adequate sanitation is a human right, and is a necessity for
improvements in many other living standards. Therefore, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) activities are frequently integrated into
our holistic community development programs. :

A young boy using the tippy tap hand washing
facility he learnt to use through a Caritas
supported program in Malawi. Photo credit:
Andrew Garrick and Andrew McClymont

Across the world, Caritas Australia is working to improve access to clean water for people like Agatha, a

For all their lives, Agatha and her family were forced to share drinking water with livestock from shallow
wells. The water was unclean, and life-threatening water-borne diseases were common.

Thanks to your support, this is now a thing of the past. Agatha and her community can now access safe and
fresh drinking water from a new borehole that was drilled close to her village.

Agatha now knows that her children will be able to drink fresh, safe drinking water. It has also improved the

For more water resources to use in your classroom visit: www.caritas.org.au/schools

Agatha collecting water from the
borehole close to her village.
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