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BULE CASE STUDY — Malawi 

Have you noticed that the weather is changing? It doesn’t rain as much. People 
are saving water. They are planting trees too. I wonder why? 
 
Bule (Boo-lay) lives in Malawi, a poor country in Africa. He and his son Wesley 
had so little food that they only ate one meal a day.  
 
Together Caritas Australia and Bule’s community began a program to grow more 
food and to make sure people had clean water. 
 
Bule and his community used to cut down the forest trees so they could have 
timber for building and firewood for cooking but this has left the ground bare. 
Through the Caritas program, Bule and his friends now use the bare land to plant 
special trees to use for building and firewood. Some of the leaves can also be 
used for medicine. This way they can protect the forest trees.   
 
Caritas has taught Bule to make a special cooking stove that uses less wood.   
 
Caritas has lent Bule a goat. Caritas also lent him some 
seeds to grow vegetables. When the vegetables grew, he 
kept some new seeds to repay the seed loan. The 
vegetables Bule and Wesley didn’t eat were sold. With the 
money Bule has been able to pay for Wesley to go to 
school.  

 

 


