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Materials required: 
 Coolamon 

 Black boot polish 

 Bringing them Home Report 

 Hibiscus flowers 

 Quiet music, Yil Lull Song  

 Copies of the Pledge for all students to take 

home 

 Small rocks (1 per student)  

 Gospel  

 ‘Sorry Day Prayer Service’ Reflection PowerPoint 

 

Introduction 
Student/MC: Good morning/afternoon and 

welcome to our prayer service to commemorate 

National Sorry Day. This is an Australia-wide 

observance held on May 26 each year; an 

opportunity to join our voices together to speak 

out against injustice and speak up for 

reconciliation. 

 

Sorry Day is a particularly important time to 

remember the injustices done to the Stolen 

Generations and the sadness and damage the 

events from the past have had on Australia’s First 

Peoples. Stolen Generations refers to Indigenous 

Australians who were forcibly removed from their 

families and communities. This past continues to 

hurt many of Australia’s First Peoples today. Sorry 

Day gives people the chance to come together and 

share the steps towards healing for the Stolen 

Generations, their families and their communities.  

 

We begin our liturgy by placing on the prayer 

focus, symbols of the experiences of the Stolen 

Generations. 

 

(People move forward holding the symbols aloft 

and place them on the prayer focus) 
 
 
 

 

The coolamon made of tree bark was used to 

collect and gather food. Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander mothers also nestled their babies to 

sleep in them or used them to carry babies. 

The boot polish was often used by Aboriginal 

mothers to darken the skin of their children so that 

they were not taken away by the authorities. In 

particular, government authorities such as the 

police were instructed to remove lighter skinned 

children from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

families. 

 

In 1997, the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity 

Commission (now the Australian Human Rights 

Commission) released its Bringing them home 
report- The National Inquiry into the Separation of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children from 
Their Families.   As this document is placed on the 

prayer focus we are reminded of one of its 

findings that between one in three and one in ten 

Aboriginal children were forcibly removed from 

their families and communities in the period from 

approximately 1910 until 1970.  

 

The flowers of the native hibiscus remind us that 

although much damage and unimaginable pain 

was experienced by Aboriginal communities as a 

result of the Stolen Generation policies, the 

Aboriginal people have strength, hope and 

resilience. Like the native hibiscus which survives 

and flowers in the harshest of conditions, 

Aboriginal people continue to work for - and hope 

for - a better future. The flowering hibiscus is a 

symbol of reconciliation- the flowering of hope 

and healing. 

 

Students from ­­­­­­_______________ will now 

present a short drama that explores why Sorry Day 

is an important step in our country’s journey of 

healing. 

https://www.humanrights.gov.au/publications/bringing-them-home-report-1997
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Drama 
Enter students dressed in school uniforms, sit on 
chapel steps to create scenario of group of kids 
at school hanging around eating morning tea, 
checking mobile phones, chatting etc. 
 
Student  One:  Are you guys going to that 

Reconciliation thing at the Catholic Education 

Office on Friday? 

 

Student  Two: Nope I’ve got a maths test.  You 

can imagine how much I am looking forward to 

that!!! 

 

Student Three : Wish I could get a day off school. 

Maybe I should sign up for it! 

 

Student Four : What Reconciliation Thing? What is 

that about? 

 

Student Five:  Is that the stuff about when they 

took Aboriginal kids away from their mothers? 

 

Student Three: We talked about that in class last 

year. That is just awful. I can’t believe that 

actually happened to people. Can you imagine 

what that must have been like? Just horrible! 

 

Student Two: Hang on. Isn’t  Reconciliation  what 

we did in Year 3, when we had to say sorry for our 

sins and go and see the priest….you know…..that…

that  Sacrament.  

 

Student One: Well actually I think it is both. Yeah 

we did have a Sacrament of Reconciliation where 

we acknowledge our sins and God provided his 

forgiveness but the Reconciliation event I’m 

talking about is the one where we learn about our 

history and the horrors inflicted on Aboriginal 

people, like taking the children, not letting people 

speak their own languages, killing whole groups 

of people etc… 

Reconciliation is about learning about our whole 

history, even the ugly bits and working towards 

building a better Australia.  One that is inclusive 

and a place where everyone gets a fair go 

regardless of their colour or creed.   

 

Student Four: Building a better Australia. Isn’t it a 

good place already? 

 

Student Five:  (mucking around, hand on heart: 

singing : ‘Australian’s all let us rejoice for we are 

young and free……..’) 

 

Student One: I don’t think anyone is knocking 

Australia, but we’ve been hearing some big 

differences between the lives of Indigenous and 

Non Indigenous Australians and they are very 

unfair. Not ALL Australians  can get the 

healthcare, education, housing and so on that 

they need.  There are big gaps between 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians in 

issues such as life expectancy, educational 

achievement, and economic opportunity. A lot of 

Australians aren’t aware of the incredible ancient 

culture of our First Peoples…they don’t even 

acknowledge our First Peoples! So I think 

Reconciliation is about saying sorry for the past, 

forgiveness and moving forward together, 

listening and learning from each other. 

 

Student Two: Hang on a tick…. Why do I have to 

be sorry? I didn’t steal any babies, and I have not 

been mean to any Aboriginal people? This SORRY 

stuff is not about me! Plus Kevin Rudd already 

said sorry for the Australian people. 

 

Student Three:  Do Aboriginal people really want 

us to go up to them and say sorry? I don’t even 

think I know any to say sorry to. 
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Student One: Nah… Reconciliation week is about 

learning, sharing, acknowledging, and moving 

forward. It’s not about feeling sorry for Aboriginal 

people, no one wants to feel pitied. It is about 

committing to learning more about their amazing 

culture and working towards making Australia a 

better place.  

 

Student Two: Give us a break! How are we 

supposed to do that? I’m just a small potato, not 

a politician….what difference can I make? 

 

Student One: We can all make a difference. Have 

you ever heard anyone make a racist joke and you 

laughed at it? Did you ever tell that person that it 

isn’t cool or funny to do that? I mean come 

on…..that takes real courage doesn’t it!   

Have you ever decided to read a book about 

Aboriginal legends, culture, watched movies to 

learn about Aboriginal people etc.? Have you ever 

challenged people about some of their unjust 

views? These are all small and practical things 

that we can each do to make a difference. But it 

does make a difference!  

 

Student Two: Can’t we just do a sausage sizzle 

for them and give the money to Caritas?  

 

Student Five: I don’t think this is a ‘fundraising’ 

type thing.  Sounds like it’s more about our 

attitudes and values. I’m sure Caritas would 

appreciate our donations but they also challenge 

us to live fairly and challenge stereotypes. 

 

Student one: EXACTLY!  Reconciliation is not just 

about Aboriginal people. It is about ALL 

Australians.  It’s not THEM……It’s US! 

This stuff is really core to who we are if we call 

ourselves Christians.  

 

Student Three : Here we go……Religion again! 

Can’t we just leave that stuff for the classroom? 

Honestly, I’ve just had a full on RE lesson….Do we 

have to talk about it while we are having recess? 

 

Student Two: Just coz you get A’s in Religion 

doesn’t mean we all are good at it. 

 

Student One: It’s not about getting A’s in 

Religion…… It’s about making the 

connections….making it REAL…. this is where it 

all makes sense….We are not here just to learn 

about God and hear from the Gospel…. we are 

called to ACT on the Gospel. The Bible inspires us 

to “Love Tenderly, Live Justly and Walk Humbly 

with God”. The Gospels reminds us to make our 

love real and ACTIVE not just mere words…so 

really God is calling us to learn from our past, 

commit to a more just future for all people. Jesus 

challenges us to make peace, to be merciful, to 

see and to walk beside those who are persecuted 

and who hunger for what is just. 

 

This is not only for the politicians or the oldies. 

This is about us……it’s about what we do every 

day and being conscious that we have a pretty 

awful history but can make it a better place! It’s 

up to us. We need to BE THE CHANGE WE WISH 

TO SEE IN THE WORLD. 

 

Students sit and bow their heads in silence. 
 

Gospel Reading (Matthew 5:1-12) 

Student/MC: In the following Gospel reading we 

are going to learn about the Beatitudes, attitudes 

for being or living.  Jesus teaches us that we 

must see those caught in the struggles of life as 

God sees them. By living our lives in the spirit of 

the beatitudes we can develop the faith and hope 

that makes reconciliation possible. 
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Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.  
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the 

mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. Then he began to speak and taught 

them saying:  

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn for they will be 

comforted. 

Blessed are the meek for they will inherit the 

earth.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness for they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful for they will receive 

mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 

God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be 

called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Blessed are you when people revile you and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, 

for your reward is great in heaven…” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Drama Part 2 
Quiet music. Actors stand in a row, some with 
hands over parts of their bodies. See below: 
 
Student One: Lord, for the times when we see 

people as not good enough, not our friends, as 

different… We are sorry. 

 
Student Two: (drops hands from eyes)  May we 

see ourselves in others,  as people with feelings, 

hopes and dreams. Help us to view them through 

your eyes of compassion and justice. 

Student One: Lord, for the times when we listen to 

and do not speak out against negative words and 

jokes about people whose race, culture or religion 

differ from ours … We are sorry. 
 

Student Three: (drops hands from ears)  May we 

remember that you reveal yourself as the Messiah 

to us in our everyday life. May we listen to your 

words and act with your guidance. 
 

Student One: Lord, for the times when we speak 

unjustly about others, judging them,  gossiping 

and mocking them … We are sorry. 
 

Student Four: (drops hands from mouth) May we 

have the courage to speak out against injustice 

even when that makes us unpopular and 

excluded.  Give us the strength to always speak 

your truth.  
 

Student One: Lord, for the times when we have 

hardened our hearts to the poor, the homeless, 

those on the edge of our own community and the 

world community… We are sorry. 
 

Student  Five: (drops hands from heart)  May we 

have the insight to see that true reconciliation 

comes from a change of heart. Make our hearts 

anew, transform them with your love so that we 

may answer your call to be the change in our 

world. 
 

(all join hands including narrator) 
 

Chorus (Chants, loudly at first then continues 
gradually becoming softer until it is a whisper. 
After third chant, drop hands, turn and move off 
stage whilst continuing soft chant with two 
chants whispered echo-like off stage) 
 
Be the change in our world! Be the change in our 

world! Be the change in our world! 



Sorry Day Prayer Service 
Please feel free to adapt this resource as required.  

5 
www.caritas.org.au/schools 

Sorry Day Prayer Service 

Student/MC: Please stand and join in us in 

pledging to be the change in our world, to work 

for reconciliation and justice. 

 

Pledge - Committing to the Future:  

Daily Steps Towards Reconciliation  
(words on Reconciliation Reflection PowerPoint) 

 

Today I will treat everyone equally and fairly. 

Today I will respect the rights of others no matter 

who they are. 

Today I will be sensitive and thoughtful to those 

around me. 

 

Today I will see people and not colours or race or 

clothes labels. 

Today I will accept that everybody is unique and 

special in some way. 

Today I will talk to someone I don’t usually talk to. 

Today I will speak out against racism, 

discrimination and injustice. 

 

Today I won’t shut out someone because they 

don’t fit with my group. 

Today I won’t laugh at racist jokes. 

Today I won’t make fun of someone who cannot 

speak English. 

Today I won’t be condescending and patronising 

towards others. 

 

Today I won’t judge someone on how they look. 

Today I won’t start a sentence with “I’m not racist 

but…” 

Today I will speak out against racism, 

discrimination and injustice. 

 

Student/MC:  Please be seated for our final 

reflection. Take your rock in your hand.  Pause . A 

rock is a symbol of strength but also of hardness 

in people’s hearts. In the Church a practice arose 

in which pilgrims and other devout people often 

put a small rock in their shoe to remind them to 

have a change of heart and to pray.  

 

During our final reflection, think about how the 

rock can remind you to change you attitudes and 

your heart. Keep it on your desk or in your pencil 

case to remind you to share the story of Sorry day 

and reconciliation with others. 

 

Reflection 
Play the ‘Sorry Day Prayer Service Reflection 
PowerPoint’ slides, (from the slide  

Reconciliation) with reflective music. 

 Song suggestion:  Joe Geia's 'Yil Lull" song or 

one of Geoffrey Gurrumul' Yunupingu’s songs 

would work well. 

 

Student/MC: (at conclusion of PowerPoint)  

As you leave the chapel/hall, please take a native 

hibiscus flower. Give the flower to someone and 

tell them what it symbolises in our journey of 

reconciliation. 

 

Your teacher will also be given a copy of the Sorry 

Day pledge for you. We suggest that you take it 

home and put it somewhere where you and your 

family can see it, for example on the fridge.  We 

ask that you read it often and discuss it as a 

family. By changing your attitudes, you will 

change your heart.  Many people together seeking 

justice can change the hearts of others to bring 

healing to our community. 

 

Go in peace. Be the change in our world! 
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Daily Steps Towards Reconciliation  
 

Today I will treat everyone equally and fairly. 

 

Today I will respect the rights of others no 

matter who they are. 

 

Today I will be sensitive and thoughtful to 

those around me. 

 

Today I will see people and not colours or 

race or clothes labels. 

 

Today I will accept that everybody is unique 

and special in some way. 

 

Today I will talk to someone I don’t usually 

talk to. 

Today I will speak out against racism, 

discrimination and injustice. 

 

Today I won’t shut out someone because they 

don’t fit with my group. 

 

Today I won’t laugh at racist jokes. 

 

Today I won’t make fun of someone who 

cannot speak English. 

 

Today I won’t be condescending and 

patronising towards others. 

 

Today I won’t judge someone on how they 

look. 

 

Today I won’t start a sentence with “I’m not 

racist but…” 

 

Today I will speak out against racism, 

discrimination and injustice. 
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Daily Steps Towards Reconciliation  
 

Today I will treat everyone equally and fairly. 

 

Today I will respect the rights of others no 

matter who they are. 

 

Today I will be sensitive and thoughtful to 

those around me. 

 

Today I will see people and not colours or 

race or clothes labels. 

 

Today I will accept that everybody is unique 

and special in some way. 

 

Today I will talk to someone I don’t usually 

talk to. 

Today I will speak out against racism, 

discrimination and injustice. 

 

Today I won’t shut out someone because they 

don’t fit with my group. 

 

Today I won’t laugh at racist jokes. 

 

Today I won’t make fun of someone who 

cannot speak English. 

 

Today I won’t be condescending and 

patronising towards others. 

 

Today I won’t judge someone on how they 

look. 

 

Today I won’t start a sentence with “I’m not 

racist but…” 

 

Today I will speak out against racism, 

discrimination and injustice. 
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