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Life in her village in north-western Zimbabwe wasn't easy for 12 year old
Thandolwayo.

Every morning Thandolwayo would walk 7 kilometres and risk being
attacked by crocodiles as she collected contaminated water for her family.
She'd then go to school feeling exhausted.

Thandolwayo's hope to be a nurse seemed almost impossible to realise, until
Caritas Hwange helped the village to install two solar powered pumps and
two 10,000 litre water storage tanks. The pumps draw the water up from the
river to the storage tanks.

Thanks to Caritas’ support, water is now on tap in the village, benefitting the
whole community - and Thandolwayo can concentrate on her education.

“Now | can bathe every day, the distance to collect water for the family has
been reduced,” Thandolwayo says. “We now drink clean, safe water and
diseases are no longer affecting us.”

The plentiful water supply has also triggered new ventures. Water is being
used to mould bricks for building houses and to pound maize to sell. Plans
are underway to establish a community garden and a fish pond, to generate
a better income.
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Oliva lives in northern Tanzania with her husband and four children.

Oliva runs a kiosk, selling grocery products and serving tea and snacks. To
make ends meet, she also works as a casual labourer on local onion
farms.

Oliva and her community did not have easy access to clean water. They
needed to travel 10 kilometres to fetch water from unprotected wells in
the village.

With the support of Caritas Australia's local partner organisation, Diocese
of Mbulu Development Department (DMDD), a water pump was installed in
the community so families have water closer to their homes.

"Improved access to safe and clean water plays the greatest role in
improving my family's life as we are now able to fetch water at a short
distance of 500 metres. Close access to water has also led me to save
time for doing other economic activities inside and outside the
household," says Oliva.

Improved access to irrigation infrastructure has also increased food
production, improving food security for families.




