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Suggested Project Compassion 2024 Talks 
PC Sunday – SUNDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2024
 
Gospel: Mark 1:40-45

NOTE: We have written two versions of a suggested Parish talk below: 
· SHORT VERSION is ideal if you are not speaking in place of the Homily and are allocated a short time of one or two minutes.  Or if you are able to show the video (talk 1-2 mins, video 2-5 minutes depending on the video you show).   
· LONG VERSION is tailored for this week’s Gospel reading and best if you are speaking in place of the Homily or if you are allocated around 5 minutes. 
· HOW MUCH TIME WILL YOU GET?  You will be advised of the time you will be allocated at Mass by the Priest and/or the Parish Secretary when you contact them before your visit, and/or on the day.  Please feel free to familiarise yourself with the Project Compassion 2024 Parish Kit Booklet that Parishes use as a guide for each week of Project Compassion. 
 
SHORT VERSION (2 minutes) 
Thank you Father/Bishop XXXX. I really appreciate this opportunity to speak to you today on behalf of Caritas Australia - the international aid and development agency of the Catholic Church in Australia. 
As some of you already know, we work with people living in the most vulnerable situations around the world and help those living in poverty regardless of their ethnicity, religion or political beliefs.  Crises around the world, like the one continuing to unfold in Gaza and the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, reveal the steadfast support that vulnerable people need.

My name is XXXX, <What is your role?> <How long have you worked here?> <What do you like most about your role/about working at Caritas Australia.>

Today, on Project Compassion Sunday, I would like to talk to you about Project Compassion – the heart and soul of everything that we do here at Caritas Australia.  
 
Project Compassion is Caritas Australia's annual Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal. During the six weeks of Project Compassion, millions of Australians come together in solidarity to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. 

This year, Project Compassion brings you the stories of three resilient women from three different corners of the world. You will get to know the stories of Ronita from the Philippines, Leaia from Samoa and Memory from Malawi. They all face vastly different challenges, but who are all united by one dream: to create a better tomorrow for all future generations.
Ronita from the Philippines has now graduated high school and secured a job at a call centre. This job was only possible because of a certificate she gained from completing her studies.  
Leaia and her family now have a water tank at their home in Samoa. She and her family now have a steady supply of clean drinking water. Next year, they will also have a toilet built, with the support of Caritas Samoa, which will further improve their health and living conditions.
Memory completed her vocational training course in carpentry and joinery. After completing a work contract at one of the largest electrical companies in Malawi, Memory now plans to return to her village and provide carpentry services to people in her community.

Today, as we launch Project Compassion, I have the privilege of visiting parishes like yours to share these wonderful stories of change and resilience from across the world. Each of these stories demonstrates how the generosity of kind supporters like you, together with the work of our partners, can help transform lives. 
  
Supporting Project Compassion is a way for us to proclaim the faith that is in our hearts and help our brothers and sisters in need. 
 
During Lent, we are invited to take up the call to fast, pray and give alms - in solidarity, and as one human family. Today, I’m hoping you can help by making a donation, so that vulnerable communities around the world can forge a path out of poverty.
 
You can make your gift in the collection box, by using the donation envelopes or you can donate online by visiting www.caritas.org.au

We can also help you run your own fundraising event.  
 
If you have any questions about how you can help, please come and see me.  
 
You can also find out more about Project Compassion on the Caritas Australia website.  
Thank you for making a difference For All Future Generations. Your support is helping to improve the livelihoods of the world’s most vulnerable people.  
 
LONG VERSION (5 minutes) 
Thank you Father/Bishop XXXX. I really appreciate this opportunity to speak to you today on behalf of Caritas Australia - the international aid and development agency of the Catholic Church in Australia. 
 As some of you already know, we work with people living in the most vulnerable situations around the world and help those living in poverty regardless of their ethnicity, religion or political beliefs.  Crises around the world, like the one continuing to unfold in Gaza and the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, reveal the steadfast support that vulnerable people need.

My name is XXXX, <What is your role?> <How long have you worked here?> <What do you like most about your role/about working at Caritas Australia.>

Today is Project Compassion Sunday, which marks the beginning of Caritas Australia's annual Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal. Millions of Australians come together in solidarity with vulnerable people around the world to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. 

The person affected by leprosy in today’s Gospel had a lonely life. The first reading from the book of Leviticus tells us how those suffering certain diseases were required to live away from the community, ‘outside the camp.’ There was surely a fear of contagion, but it must have been tough for the people in isolation. 

Jesus reaches into the world of the lonely.  Jesus is always creating community, especially with those overlooked by others.

Lent starts this week with Ash Wednesday. As we prepare to celebrate once again the death and resurrection of Jesus at Easter, Project Compassion gives us the chance to act as Jesus did. To reach out to those in some of the most challenging situations imaginable.

Project Compassion is an opportunity to do just that. The theme of Project Compassion is For All Future Generations’. This theme has been drawn from the story of the burning bush in Exodus 3:1-20. 

One day, Moses’s sheep wander off and he suddenly encounters a bush that is burning but not consumed. God tells Moses that he has heard the cry of his people. God responds to injustice and chooses Moses to speak to Pharaoh. Moses is scared but God promises ‘I will be with you.’ All the time, God remains a mystery. Moses wants more detail, so God simply says that this is the same God who has been longing for justice for the whole of history: ‘By this name I shall be invoked for all future generations.’

As God called Moses, so now God calls us to work ‘for all future generations.’

During Project Compassion, you will have the opportunity to see the lifechanging impact of your generosity in the lives of so many people and communities across the world. 
You will hear stories of three resilient women: Ronita from the Philippines who has now graduated high school and secured a job at a call centre, Leaia who now has improved access to clean water in Samoa, and Memory who became the first female carpenter from her village in Malawi.  
Supporting Project Compassion is a way for us to proclaim the faith that is in our hearts and help our brothers and sisters in need.  
 
During Lent, we are invited to take up the call to fast, pray and give alms. Today, I’m hoping you can help by making a donation, so that vulnerable people around the world can forge a path out of poverty.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]You can make your gift in the collection box or by using the donation envelopes on your seat. You can also donate online by visiting 

If you would like to become more involved with Project Compassion, we can help you set up your own fundraising event.

If you have any questions about other ways you can help, please come and see me.  
 
Or, you can find out more about Project Compassion and our stories, on the Caritas Australia website. 
 
Whether or not you’re able to donate or fundraise, we ask that you please keep Project Compassion, and the people we serve in your prayers.  
 
Thank you for making a difference For All Future Generations. Your support is helping to change the lives of the world’s most vulnerable people.  

Introducing Project Compassion PPT – Parish - PLEASE USE THIS IF THERE IS TIME TO SHOW ADDITIONAL MEDIA

Introduce the theme and the three Project Compassion stories for 2024. Use the whole PowerPoint or break it into individual stories, focusing on one story each week of Lent. The theme is 'For All Future Generations' and the featured stories are from the Philippines, Samoa and Malawi.
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